He went and got himself a kneading-trough

And, after that, two tubs he somewhere found

And to his dwelling privately sent round,

And hung them near the roof, all secretly...

With his own hand, then, made he ladders three,

To climb up by the rungs thereof, it seems,

And reach the tubs left hanging to the beams;

And those he victualled, tubs and kneading-trough,

With bread and cheese and good jugged ale, enough

To satisfy the needs of one full day.

But ere he'd put all this in such array,

He sent his servants, boy and maid, right down

Upon some errand into London town.

And on the Monday, when it came on night,

He shut his door, without a candle-light,

And ordered everything as it should be.

And shortly after up they climbed, all three;

They sat while one might plow a furlong-way.

"Now, by Our Father, hush!" said Nicholay,
And "Hush!" said John, and "Hush!" said Alison.

This carpenter, his loud devotions done,
Sat silent, saying mentally a prayer,
And waiting for the rain, to hear it there*

The deathlike sleep of utter weariness
Fell on this wood-wright even (as I guess)
About the curfew time, or little more;
For travail of his spirit he groaned sore,
And soon he snored, for badly his head lay.
Down by the ladder crept this Nicholay,
And Alison, right softly down she sped.
Without more words they went and got in bed
Even where the carpenter was wont to lie-
There was the revel and the melody!
And thus lie Alison and Nicholas,
In joy that goes by many an alias,
Until the bells for lauds began to ring
And friars to the chancel went to sing.

This parish clerk, this amorous Absalom,
Whom love has made so woebegone and dumb,
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